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Preface to The Chinese Advanced Culture
Sun Jiazheng (4)
Comments on The Chinese Advanced Culture
Fang Wen  (6)

The Conflict Between Truth and Value in the Twentieth Century Chinese Literature
Cheng Jincheng and Feng Xin  (15)

The relationship betw een truth and value is a problem deeply rooted in Chinese literary theories and writing practice
in the Twentieth Century, and also a practical problem of contemporary Chinese literature at the beginning of 21st
century. This article aims to take a retrospective view on the conflicts between truth and value in modern Chinese
literary history with the follow ing conclusions: apart from some objective causes the binary oppositional mode of
thinking is the most important for the conflicts between truth and value; the fundamenta doubt concerning the truth
of literature is the root reason for the loss of literary value; the one-sided interpretation of the post modernist concept
of truth was the last straw that broke up the value of literature. The author points out that even post-modernist the-
ories do not deny the truth of literature too generally, since the relationship betw een the truth and the value of litera-
ture is a universal propositionin literary activities. So what needs to be done now is to rethink and reconstruct a har-

monious and integrated relationship between the two on a new basis.

The Phenomenon of Designification in Modern and Contemporary Literary Studies

Wen Rumin (23)
The study of culture and history of thought are popular fields in modern and contemporary literary studies. These in-
terdisciplinary studies have brought new perspectives and vitality to literary studies yet it also gives rise to the phe-
nomenon of designification. Thisessay aims to analyze the tendency of laying too much emphasis on theoretical ma-
nipulation on the one hand and too little on empircal aesthetic analysis on the other. It points out that there are in-
tercrossings and differentiations among literary studies cultural studies and study of thoughts. The introduction of
theoretical methods in different disciplines should not be at the ex pense of the ontolo gical meaning of literary studies.
The only way to open new horizons for literary studies is to return to literature after a theoretical touring outside of

it.

From Single Semantic Perspective to Plural Semantic Perspectives of History:
The Historical Reflection on Chinese Modern Literary Studies

He Xizhang and Li Junguo (28)
This essay aims to reflect historically on Chinese Modern Literature as a discipline. It traces the methodological mis-
takes we made in 50 years studies of Chinese Modern Literature to the fact that we always try to construct a unitary
ontology in both disciplinary idea and narrative framew ork so as to judge history according to an absolute idea. It ar-
gues that modern Chinese literary studies should reorient itself from the logical construction of “ absolute idea” and
historical judgment to historical hermeneutics opening an operrended interpretive space for literary history based on
the value of modern literature, coordinated by Chinese Modern Literature, mediated by Chinese and Western cul-

tures and literatures and finally, methodologically contwlled by literary aesthetics.

The Potential Value of Contemporary Theology for Literary Studies
TTod68 =
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Yang Huilin (35)
This essay discusses the problem of meaning in 20th century Western literary theories and criticism by making use of
theological resources. Such neglected topics as“ certainty” and “ objectivity” are exactly the main body of theologica
studies by Gerhard Ebeling in Germany and Thomas Forsyth Torrance in Britain. Meanwhile, such heated topics as
“inter-ness’ and “ otherness” have also taken on new meaning through the reciprocal interpretation between Derrida
and modern theology. The author believes that to appropriate the theoretical modes and logical methods of contem-
porary theology is perhaps the way for literary studies to get out of the weird phenomenon of deconstructing mean-

ing.

From Nationalism to Post colonialism

Shi Haijun (44)
Under the circumstances of economic globalization, the issues of nationalism that are closely connected with nation-
state have become topics as important as modernity. However, what differs from the exaltation of nationalism at the
age of colonialist expansion is that “nation” and “ nationalism” have become objects being suppressed subdued and
transcended in the main discourse of the contemporary West. This essay analyzes mainly the historical function and

the present situation of nationalism from the perspectives of postmodernism and post-colonialism.

Theme, Style and Poetic Spirit in Tian Wen

Yao Xiaoou (51)
This thesis intends to analyze the theme, literary style, poetic spirit and historic source of Tian Wen by Qu Yuan.
It holds that Tian Wen is a profound meditation on the cosmos, the society, and the human life under the intellec-
tual background of recovering to oneself when coming down to the world, an analysis and a summary of the rela-
tionship between man and the universe and of the historical changes from the past to the present. Both handed-down
and unearthed documents certify that Tian Wen is both an epic and a philosophical poem in terms of style whose
poetic spirit results from the mixture of southern and northern cultures. It mingles the romantic ethos of the south-
erners with the perseverance and determinations of the northerners, whose ideals are to reform the society, repre-

senting the subjectivity of the intellectuals emerged after the Warring Period.

Four Hundred Years Research of Tian Wen

Mao Qing (59)
A comprehensive survey of about two thousand years research of Tian Wen would divide the history of its research
into two longer phases with the Ming Dynasty as the dividing line. Within the 400 years of the latter phase the
heavily academic Tian Wen, having undergone a great cyce of genesis-development-reduction has now moved a
step further. The introduction of new materials new know ledge and new methods has helped making break throughs
in the analysis of difficult points and the textual research of source materials. This essay draws lessons from the his-

tory of Tian Wen studies and looks forward to a new millennium of it.

The Spirit of Poetry at the Height of Tang Dynasty

Sun Xuetang (67)
Three dimensions can be used to describe the state of mind of the poets at the height of Tang dynasty: deep in un-
derstanding life itself, wide in embracing human reality, and far-reaching in becoming nature. This overall openness
created a spintual space of magnitude and plenitude, and an active and sound state of mind brightened the vision of
the poets and their awareness of being. The texts and their significance were synthesized seamlessly to open to their
objects presenting the openness of heart through the openness of the texts. The idea that the poetic spirit at the
height of Tang dynasty cannot be reproduced, and that no other dynasties could produce poetry as fine as that, isan

antiquaranism that masks the essence of poetry and runs counter to the spirit of Tang poetry.

The Heroic Consciousness of the Border Poets of Tang Dynasty
Ren Wenjing (74)
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