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Abstract: Nikolay Semenovich Tikhonov produced the concept of “world progressive lit-
erature” at the Second Conference of Soviet Writers in December 1954, around which was
constructed a new world literary system with Soviet literature playing the central role. The
concept of “world progressive literature” was so uncritically accepted by China in 1950s-
60s that Soviet literature was exclusively valued while Western literature was denigrated
and Chinese literature was dwarfed in literary education in Chinese universities. In 1950s-
60s Chinese writers and scholars were actively engaged in Asian-African Writers Confer-
ence to expand the perspective of world literature to Eastern literature and make preparation
for the China’s own concept of world literature bifurcated in the Eastern and the Western by
establishing a system of Eastern literature. A study on two practices of the concept of world
literature will be of great significance to the establishment of a new relationship between
world literature and Chinese literature in the age of globalization.
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